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OAU Not To Accept Aidid Group as Delegation 


EA2206191495 Addis Ababa Radio Ethiopia 
International Service in English 1630 GMT 22 Jun 95 


[FBIS Transcribed Text) An OAU [Organization of 
African Unity] official said that the OAU has received 
a communique from the Somali faction leader, General 
Farah Aidid, informing it of dispatching of a Somali 
delegation. Dr. Dagash, however, said in line with the 
resolution passed by a previous council meeting, the 
seat of Somaiia, the forum would remain vacant until 
a legitimate government assumes power in that covntry 
[sentence as heard]. 


Reportage on OAU Foreign Ministers Summit 


Egypt’s Musa Meets Sudanese Counterpart 


NC2206190295 Cairo MENA in Arabic 
1830 GMT 22 Jun 95 


[FBIS Translated Text] Addis Ababa, 22 Jun 
(MENA)—Foreijzn Minister "Amr Musa met with 
Sudanese Foreign Minister "Uthman Taha in Addis 
Ababa today. They met on the sidelines of the 62d 
African foreign ministers session of the OAU Ministe- 
rial Council, which opened yesterday. 


Musa said: It is only natural for us to meet and to 
maintain the dialogue between Egypt and Sudan. He 
added: If contentious issues exist, they may be, or rather 
must be resolved and dealt with through dialogues like 
this one. 


Musa noted that there is constant coordination among 
all African countries and that a good spirit prevails at 
the current meetings. 


Polisario Pulls Out of Committee Voters 


LD23061840'5 Algiers Radio Algiers Network 
in Arabic 1700 GMT 23 Jun 95 


[FBIS Translated Text] The Western Saharan Govern- 
ment and the Polisario front have decided to suspend 
their participation in the committee on identifying the 
Saharan voters who are entitled to vote in the self- 
determination referendum. 


According to the statement of Saharan Foreign Minister 
Mohamed Salem Ould Salek in Addis Ababa today, 
the decision was in protest against Moroccan violations 
of the peace plan. Mr. Ould Salek said: We in the 
Western Sahara are closer to war than to peace. He 
stressed that his country’s government will not resume 
its participation in the committee on identifying the 
voters unless the 1988 peace agreement is respected by 
Morocco. 
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Minister Condemns Eritrean Actions 


EA2306203495 Omdurman Republic of Sudan Radio 
Network in Arabic 1730 GMT 23 Jun 95 


{[FBIS Translated Text] Mr. Ali Uthman Muhammad 
Taha, the foreign minister and leader of Sudan’s dele- 
gation to the meetings of the African ministerial confer- 
ence convening in Addis Ababa, has expressed his re- 
gret over Eritrea’s assembling of the military and civil 
Sudanese opposition for a comprehensive conference in 
Asmara, with the aim of toppling the Sudanese Govern- 
ment. 


He said Eritrea, through the secretary general of its 
ruling party, had addressed the gathering aid declared 
its open support for violence and chaos in the region. He 
added that Sudan — which registers its regret over this 
conduct, which is incompatible with the organization’s 
charter and the conduct which was approved in the 
previous session — affirms that differences between 
States might occur from time to time, but that the 
only way to solve them was through a commitment 
to the OAU principles, and a rejection of illegitimate 
interference in the affairs of other states. 


The foreign minister called for a strict and honest com- 
mitment to the principles agreed upon in the organiza- 
tion’s charter, particularly with regard to good relations 
with neighboring states. 


Eritrean, Sudanese Exchange Views 


EA2306210295 Addis Ababa Radio Ethiopia Network 
in Amharic 0400 GMT 23 Jun 95 


[FBIS Translated Excerpt] The Sudanese conspirary 
against Eritrea is not only aimed at Eritrea, but is 
a general policy undertaken by the government to 
destabilize the whole region in particular, and the 
continent in general, the Eritrean foreign minister noted. 


Mr. Petros Solomon, the Eritrean foreign minister, noted 
this yesterday in his response to the accusation made 
by the Sudanese Government, at the OAU ministerial 
summit, that the Eritrean Government is meddling in 
the internal affairs of Sudan. 


In his address to the summit, the Eritrean foreign 
minister said that, since the formation of the present 
regime in Sudan, the whole world has been aware of the 
destabilization mission that the Sudanese Government is 
engaged in, a mission which is derived from its policy 
of spreading its philosophy. As a result, the Eritrean 
Government has lodged its protest to the UN Security 
Council. 


However, the Eritrean foreign minister said it would 
be time consuming to repeat the whole issue at the 
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OAU. The minister also said that, although Eritrea 
wants to have good relations with its neighbors, it will 
not permit any threat to its hard-won independence. 
[passage omitted] 


OAU Issues Caution on Eritrean Dispute 


EA2506201595 Omdurman Republic of Sudan Radio 
Network in English 1800 GMT 25 Jun 95 


[FBIS Transcribed Text] The secretary general of the 
Organization of African Unity, Dr. Salim Ahmed Salim, 
has urged avoiding escalation on the situation between 
the Sudan and Eritrea. 


Responding to a question on the Eritrean position, that 
it does not want the OAU to deal with its dispute with 
Sudan, Salim said the OAU is responsible in such cases, 
and that all states are obliged to abide by any resolution 
issued by the organization. 


Report on Opening of OAU Summit in Addis 
Ababa 


EA2606130495 Addis Ababa Radio Ethiopia Network 
in Amharic 1000 GMT 26 Jun 95 


[FBIS Translated Text] The 31st OAU summit was 
Officially opened today at noon. The summit, which 
is being attended by a number of heads of state, was 
Officially opened with a speech by [Ethiopian] President 
Meles Zenawi. During its three days of meetings, the 
main agenda of the summit will be the prevailing 
conflicts in parts of the continent, and steps to be taken 
to solve these problems. At the opening ceremony, 
President Ben Ali, the Tunisian leader. and current OAU 
chairman, the Burundian leader, the OAU secretary 
general, and the PLO leader, Mr. ‘Aratat, addressed the 
summit. 


Further on Opeaning, Security 


AB2606113295 Dakar PANA in English 
1109 GMT 26 Jun 95 


[FBIS Transcribed Text] Addis Ababa, Ethiopia 
(PANA) — The Organisation of African Unity (OAU) 
summit opened Monday [26 June] despite an assassi- 
nation attempt on President Husni Mubarak of Egypt. 
He flew back home immediately. 


The opening ceremony went on as if nothing had hap- 
pened but security has been tightened even more than 
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usual at the Africa Hall, venue of the Addis Ababa sum- 
mit attended by 31 heads of state and government. Pales- 
tine Liberation Organisation Chairman Yasir ‘Arafat ar- 
rived for the opening amid the tightest of security. 


Ironically, the Ethiopian president and incoming chair- 
man of the 53-member grouping, Meles Zenawi, spoke 
strongly against more internal disturbances, hours after 
Mubarak survived an attempt on his life. Gunmen shot 
at Mubarak’s motorcade as he drove from the airport 
about an hour before the opening ceremony. 


Zenawi said the worid had had enough of internal wars 
such as those in Burundi, Liberia, Rwanda and Somalia. 
He said member states should put more individual 
commitment in arresting outbreaks of conflicts in their 
own countries. He said Africa’s dignity had been 
Shattered by the seemingly endless civil wars. "There 
is SO muci) that needs to be done to restore the African 
dignity,” he said. Time had now come, he added, for the 
OAU to shed off its tag of being "a mere talk shop”. 


While the rest of the world was concerned with eco- 
nomic development, he said, Africa was still battling 
to stem internal squabbles. Rehabilitation of Africa’s 
economy, he added, had been failed by instability and 
conflicts. He said that there was need to strengthen sub- 
regional groupings and turn them into powerful eco- 
nomic blocs. 


The heads of state are expected to go over 33 draft 
resolutions adopted by their foreign ministers, including 
[the] issue of forcing members to pay up or lose 
their seats in the organisation. Failure by members 
to pay their contributions has severely compromised 
the OAU’'s peacekeeping role, rendering it virtually 
ineffective. 

Other issues to be discussed include the repatriation of 
the seven million refuges in Africa and the implemen- 
tation of a mechanism to prevent rather than manage 
conflicts among member states. The summit is also dis- 
cussing ways of making Africa a nuclear-free zone. The 
OAU also wants the United Nations to lift sanctions 
against Libya, one of its members, which is costing the 
country 10 million U.S. dollars annually. 
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Burundi 
Foreign Minister Explains Resignation 


LD2506155195 Brussels La Une Radio Network 
in French 1500 GMT 25 Jun 95 


[FBIS Translated Text] The Burundian foreign minister 
has resigned. Jean-Marie Ngendahayo resigned because 
the Burundian Government is incapable of guaranteeing 
the security of citizens, and also to protest against the 
apathy of the internat.onal community which is doing 
almost nothing to isolate extremists from both sides. 


Recently, Jean-Marie Ngendahayo narrowly escaped 
death during an armed attack against an official convoy. 
He explained the reasons for his resignation in a letter 
to the prime minister. He also gave his explanation 
to Valerie Hirscn, who contu ted him by phone in 
Johannesburg, in South Africa: 


[Begin Ngendahayo recording] I said that I resigned be- 
cause I felt extremely useless working in a government 
which could not manage to guarantee the most basic 
right, which is the right to life, for all Burundian citi- 
zens. 


This is the proof of the impotence of a government 
that resulted from the convention. The government that 
resulted from this convention was not formed solely by 
the Burundi Democratic Front. It was formed by all the 
legal political parties which not only deploy every effort 
to reestablish peace and security but have also relied on 
the support from the international community. 


I noticed that these moderate people did what they could 
but the international community and the UN Security 
Council did not do what they should have done to 
improve the situation. [end recording] 


Attack on Crowd Leaves 6 Dead, 30 Wounded 


AB2306214195 Bujumbura Radio-Television Nationale 
du Burundi Radio in French 1800 GMT 23 Jun 95 


[FBIS Translated Excerpt] In Gitega, more exactly 
in Nyabiraba Communal College, Gishubi Commune, 
criminals have attacked a crowd receiving their salaries. 
The toll is six dead and several wounded. 


The Gitega Province governor has given us an account 
of the events in a phone interview with Jean Mvuyekure. 
The governor also gives a description of the situation in 
the town of Gitega: 


[Begin unidentified province governor recording] A 
crowd of people -— people who wanted to return to their 
hills — was near Nyabiraba Church waiting to receive 
payment in kind for houses they had built. A group of 
criminals in a Mitsubishi jeep, and another group in a 
Corolla, came across this crowd in Nyabiraba, asked 
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them where the communal college was, and were given 
directions. When they reached the communal college, 
which is still under construction, they realized that they 
could not commit their offenses so they threw three 
grenades into the crowd, which was receiving its rice 
rations. 


Six people died on the spot. Once they had thrown the 
three grenades, they fired many times into the crowd. 
The security experts have told me that the cartridges 
found were identified as coming from AK-47 rifles. 


Many people were wounded, 30 of them seriously, and 
they are now at Nyabiraba Health Center. [passage 
omitted] [end recording] 


Armed Gangs Attack Cibitoke, 12 Killed 


EA2406145295 Bujumbura Radio-Television Nationale 
du Burundi Radio in French 1100 GMT 24 Jun 95 


[FBIS Translated Excerpt] Armed gangs attacked 
Cibitoke District [Tutsi area of Bujumbura] last night 
causing the death of 12 people. Automatic gunfire was 
heard from 0020 for most of the night. The assailants 
attacked the second, third, and fourth avenues before 
fleeing without being disturbed. 


It is worth recalling that Cibitoke District is bordered 
by the districts of Kinama to the north and Kamenge 
in the east [both Hutu districts]. According to Cibitoke 
inhabitants, the assailants came from Kinama, a district 
which was deserted by the majority of its inhabitants 
who took refuge in the surrounding hills. 


Peace seems to have returned this morning, but the 
Cibitoke inhabitants are in shock. Dead bodies which 
have been shot and mutilated do not give any indication 
that peace will return. [passage omitted] 


Official on Army’s Ability To Defend Citizens 


AB2606103495 London BBC World Service 
in English 0615 GMT 26 Jun 95 


[From the “Network Africa" program] 


[FBIS Transcribed Text] Burundi’s foreign minister 
has resigned saying he has lost confidence in the 
government's ability to protect its citizens. Speaking to 
Belgian radio from South Africa at the weekend, Jean 
Marie Ngendahayo outlined some of the reasons behind 
his decision. 


[Begin Ngendahayo recording, in French tading into 
English translation] I said that I resigned because I 
felt extremely useless working in a government which 
could not manage to guarantee the most basic right, 
which is the right to life, for all Burundian citizens. This 
proved the impotence of the government that resulted 
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from the convention. The government that resulted from 
this convention was not formed by Frodebu [Front for 
Democracy in Burundi] alone; it was formed by all 
the legal political parties, which not only made every 
effort to reestablish peace and security, but also relied 
On support from the international community. I noticed 
that these moderate people did what they could, but the 
international community and the UN Security Council 
did not do what they should have done to improve the 
Situation. [end recording] 


The words of Foreign Minister Jean Marie Ngendahayo. 
Well, as a Tutsi, who also belonged to the Hutu- 
dominated Frodebu party, Mr.! gendahayo came under 
attack from extremists on both sides. Lieutenant Colonel 
Lejean from the Burundian Army is adviser to the 
minister of defense in Burundi, and last night, Emily 
Casreel asked him on the line to Bujumbura to respond 
to the foreign minister's statement, particularly, the 
comment that the Burundian Government is no longer 
able to defend its citizens. 


[Begin recording] [Lejean] Since I haven't heard about 
it, to me it is a rumor, and I think that you should ask 
that question to the prime minister. So, right now, we are 
waiting for the application of the measures, which have 
been adopted by the National Council of Security, and 
which were announced by the president last Sunday [18 
June], and which are being discussed by the National 
Assembly. If the National Assembly adopts them, and 
accepts them, and applies [them], I think that the Army 
and the Burundi population will be more than happy. 


[Casreel] So, are saying that the problems in Burundi are 
more a question left to politicians, and that the Army has 
no responsibility for the increased violence in Burundi? 


[Lejean] I think that what you have just said is truce. The 
Army is really.... [pauses] The Army is waiting for the 
government. We are getting orders from the commander 
in chief, who is the president. 


[Casreel] You may say that, sir, but the Army is seen as 
a Tutsi force — a predominantly Tutsi-dominated army 
— which is intensifying the fighting. Aid workers on 
Sunday [words indistinct] Hutus saying that between 
30 and 40 civilians were killed over the weekend by 
mortar shells, which were fired by the Army. 
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[Lejean] Totally wrong. What happened is, they were 
rebels — armed groups — who attacked a Tutsi- 
dominated area in Cibitoke, and those people came 
from different areas like Kinama and Kamenge. They 
attacked Cibitoke, and they killed... [pauses] They 
didn’t kill 30 people, they killed only 12 people, and 
they were 200. That is as far as I know; probably, there 
are some more people who were found later on. 


(Casreel] But the Army is using mortar shells in civilian 
areas? 


[Lejean] Not in civilian areas. Wherever we are using 
them, we yare using them when it is necessary, when it 
is Only the militias who are there. 


(Casreel] You may say, sir, that you are acting purely 
under command from the politicians, and yet in Burundi, 
if you look at the situation, many observers see it as one 
where the Army is taking increasing control; with these 
new measures which were announced two weeks ago 
by the president, more control is given to the Army. 


[Lejean] Unfortunately, that is how it is being seen. It 
depends on who is interpreting it, but the population 
is more than happy if those measures are applied. [end 
recording] 


Zaire 


Prime Minister Orders Rwandan Refugees Home 


AB2406165295 Paris AFP in French 
1523 GMT 24 Jun 95 


[FBIS Translated Text] Goma, (Zaire), 24 Jun (AFP) 
— Zairian Prime Minister Kengo wa Dondo asserted 
today in Goma, capital of North Kivu Region (eastern 
Zaire) where some 700,000 Rwandan Hutu refugees are 
settled, that the refugees "must return to their country." 
Mr. Kengo, who is on his first official visit to the region, 
publicly deplored the fact that the Kigali government 
is no longer making any efforts to facilitate the return 
of the Rwandans settled in Zaire since the advent to 
power a year ago of the Rwandan Patriotic Front. "The 
Kigali Government lacks the goodwill to repatriate its 
nationals, but all the same, the refugees must go." 
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Ethiopia 
Reportage on Assassination Attempt on Mubarak 


Radio on Attack on Egypt’s Mubarak 


EA2606111595 Addis Ababa Radio Ethiopia Network 
in English 1030 GMT 26 Jun 95 


[From the "closing headline") 


[FBIS Transcribed Excerpt] Egyptian security sources 
Say an aSSassination attempt against Egyptian President 
Husni Mubarak by unidentified Arab gunmen was foiled 
this morning. [passage omitted] 


Police Say Mubarak Unhurt, 2 Killed 


AB2606101395 Paris AFP in English 
1003 GMT 26 Jun 95 


[FBIS Transcribed Texi] Addis Ababa, 26 Jun (AFP) — 
Gunmen tried to assassinate Egyptian President Husni 
Mubarak in the Ethiopian capital on Monday (26 June] 
but he escaped unhurt, Ethiopian police at the scene 
said. Mubarak’s bodyguards killed two of the assailants 
and wounded a third as he was arriving for a summit of 
the Organisation of African Unity (OAU). Nine people 
took part in the attack and six of them fled, a security 
agent said. 


REUTER Cited on Location of Attack 


JN2606081795 Paris Radio Monte Carlo in Arabic 
0800 GMT 26 Jun 95 


[FBIS Translated Text] We repeat the urgent dispatch 
we transmitted 10 minutes ago citing REUTER that 
armed men opened fire on Egyptian President Muham- 
mad Husni Mubarak’s car in front of the Palestinian 
representation office in Addis Ababa this morning while 
he was on his way from the airport to the Organization 
of African Unity summit headquarters. 


REUTER cites a security official in Addis Ababa as 
saying that there was intensive fire and the Egyptian 
security men killed two of the attackers while the 
Ethiopian policemen killed one armed man. 


According to Egyptian television, it seems that President 
Husni Mubarak is on his way back to Cairo. 


A REUTER report received just now says that President 
Mubarak was not wounded during the attack on his 
motorcade. 


Egyptian Source Reports on Attack 


NC2606084395 Cairo Arab Republic of Egypt Radio 
Network in Arabic 0758 GMT 26 Jun 95 


[FBIS Translated Text] A failed attempt took place to 
attack the Egyptian delegation to the African Summit 


Conference after the delegation arrived in Addis Ababa. 
Following the official reception at the airport, where 
Ethiopian President Meles Zenawi was at the head of 
the welcoming party to greet President Husni Mubarak, 
Zenawi escorted the president to the car to take him 
to the conference headquarters. When the Egyptian 
motorcade started moving some of its cars came under 
gunfire by some individuals. The Egyptian guards 
accompanying the Egyptian delegation responded to this 
surprising criminal attack, hitting three of the assailants, 
killing two of them. 


God’s care ensured that no Egyptian was hurt in 
this treacherous operation. The Ethiopian authorities 
immediately carried out an intensive investigation to 
determine the scale of the crime and the identity of 
its perpetrators. They promised to notify the Egyptian 
authorities of the outcome of the investigation first hand. 
The president asked Foreign Minister "Amr Musa to 
head the Egyptian delegation to the conference. 


Ethiopian President Zenawi and OAU Secretary General 
Salim Ahmad Salim saw off President Mubarak when 
he departed from Addis Ababa Airport. They expressed 
their deep regret over this criminal incident. They 
congratulated Mubarak on the safety of all the members 
of the Egyptian delegation. President Mubarak will 
return home at noon today. 


MENA Reports Mubarak Leaves For Home 


NC2606084695 Cairo MENA in Arabic 
0815 GMT 26 Jun 95 


{[FBIS Translated Text] Addis Ataba, 26 Jun 
(MENA)—President Husni Mubarak left Addis 
Ababa today on his way home. Ethiopian President 
Meles Zenawi bade farewell to President Mubarak on 
his departure trom Addis Ababa Airport. 


Third ‘Terrorist’ in Attack Dies 


NC2606092495 Cairo MENA in Arabic 
0906 GMT 26 Jun 95 


[FBIS Translated Text] Cairo, 26 Jun (MENA)—An 
official source at the Egyptian Information Ministry has 
stated that the Ethiopian authorities have announced that 
the third terrorist hit by Egyptian security guards has 
died. 


Kenya 


Government Searches Chinese Ship For Arms 


AB2306202795 Paris AFP in English 
1602 GMT 23 Jun 95 


[FBIS Transcribed Text] Mombasa, Kenya, June 23 
(AFP) — Kenyan authorities Friday (23 June] allowed 
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a Chinese ship suspected of carrying arms for strife-torn 
Burundi to dock at the Indian Ocean port of Mombasa 
after a search team found nothing but beans and trucks 
aboard. 


But security teams were planning to go over the ship, 
the Shun-Yi, at the weekend with metal detectors to see 
if any arms were hidden in the 43,000 sacks of beans 
shipped by the UN World Food Programme for refugees 
in Kenya, officials said. 


The Shun-Yi, owned by the Chinese-Tanzanian Joint 
Shipping Company, stood off the port of the Tanzanian 
capital, Dar es Salaam, for three months after authorities 
there refused it permission to dock. 


The Tanzanians alleged the ship was carrying arms 
destined for the Tutsi-dominated Burundian Army and 
which would be likely to make clashes with the majority 
Hutus more deadly. 


Burundian President Sylvestre Ntibantunganya, al- 
though a Hutu himself, visited Dar es Salaam in 
mid-May in a bid to unblock the cargo, but failed. 


The arms were reportedly originally ordered from China 
by President Pierre Buyoya, a Tutsi who quit the 
presidency in 1993 after Burundi’s first multi-party 
elections. 


Those elections saw Melchior Ndadaye come to power 
as the tiny central African state’s first Hutu president, 


FBIS-AFR-95-122 
26 June 1965 


but he was assassinated in October of that year in a 
failed coup attempt which led to ethnic fighting in which 
some 50,000 people died. 


Clashes have continued since, with fears rising that 
Burundi may descend into full-scale civil war on the 
scale of last year’s carnage in Rwanda, when at least 
500,000 people were slaughtered by Hutu extremists. 


Somalia 


‘President’ Aidid Appoints More Ministers 


EA25062V01995 (Clandestine) Radio Mogadishu Voice 
of the Masses of the Somali Republic in Somali 
1700 GMT 25 Jun 95 


[FBIS Translated Text) After the approval of the na- 
tional council of leaders, the president of the Republic 
of Somalia has released the third decree dated 26th [date 
as heard] June 1995, in which Mr. Elmi Maalim Ahmed 
Yarow has been appointed to be the minister of environ- 
ment and, in the same decree, Mr. Abdulkadir Osman 
Mohamed has been appointed to be the director general 
of the Ministry of Works. 


The president wished the appointed officials success in 
the service of the nation, and the carrying out of their 
national responsibilities in justice and dedication. 
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Mandela on Resignation of UK’s Major 


MB2506131895 Johannesburg SAPA in English 
1034 GMT 25 Jun 95 


[Statement issued by the Office of the President in Cape 
Town on 25 June on the SAPA PR Wire Service] 


{[FBIS Transcribed Text] The prime minister United 
Kingdom 


Dear Mr. Major 


I have received with sadness the news of your resigna- 
tion as leader of the Conservative Party of Great Britain. 
I have confidence in the ability of the leadership of 
your party to find a solution to the issues you are faced 
with. I wish you success in your ongoing efforts to pro- 
vide leadership to the government and people of Great 
Britain. 

Nelson Mandela 


Mandela: Most Whites To Support ANC in Election 


MB2506131495 Johannesburg SAPA in English 
1039 GMT 25 Jun 95 


{Report by Bobby Jordan] 


{[FBIS Transcribed Text] Johannesburg June 25 SAPA 
— President Nelson Mandela on Sunday [25 June] 
said he believed the majority of whites would support 
the African National Congress in the upcoming local 
government elections. 


Addressing a large crowd of Gauteng business and polit- 
ical leaders at an ANC community charter conference in 
Johannesburg, Mr Mandela said many more whites were 
already joining his organisation because of its present 
high standing. "i ucy are joining because I represent the 
most important political voice in this country. I have no 
doubt that with the standing of the ANC at the moment, 
we will get most whites to rally behind the ANC." 


He said senior ANC leaders should be deployed in white 
residential areas to canvass support for the ANC dur- 
ing the build-up to the crucial elections. "If the leading 
people are deployed, the whites in this country will be 
turned around." The ANC should beware of compla- 
cency during the build-up to the elections, Mr Mandela 
warned, because a bad performance in November would 
undermine the government’s ability to deliver basic ser- 
vices to communities. 


The ANC also needed to forge alliances with rival polit- 
ical leaders to ensure the success of the Reconstruction 
and Development Programme, he said. "If at the local 
level we have people who are hostile to the ANC, we 
will not be able to deliver,” he said. 
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The ANC urgently needed to attend to community 
needs. This ability would significantly influence the 
election results. Furthermore, the party had to be pre- 
pared for a pre-election assault from other political par- 
ties intent on discrediting the ANC, Mr Mandela said. 
"We sh wuld avoid being diverted — community issues 
must be addressed with the utmost seriousness." 


Mandela on Proposed ANC Community Charter 


MB2506133695 Johannesburg SAPA in English 
1302 GMT 25 Jun 95 


[Report by Bobby Jordan] 


[FBIS Transcribed Text] Johannesburg June 25 SAPA 
— The African National Congress community charter 
came closer to reality on Sunday (25 Juae] when hun- 
dreds of community leaders met to discuss development 
needs, at an ANC community meeting in Braamfontein, 
Johannesburg. 


Delivering the opening address, President Nelson Man- 
dela said the proposed community charter, which would 
serve as the ANC’s local government election mani- 
festo, shouid enhance the ANC’s effectiveness in giv- 
ing voice to community needs. "It brings to the fore the 
abiding quality of the ANC, which distinguishes us from 
everyone else, as the true representatives of the people, 
as the custodian of their interests," he said. "Local is- 
sues will influence the outcome of the election, along- 
side broad national issues. Voters will look for the party 
which is sensitive to local needs and which can work 
with national and provincial government to meet those 
needs." 


The ANC would stage people’s forums countrywide 
while formulating the final charter. In a draft commu- 
nity charter tabled on Sunday, the ANC said the aspi- 
rations embodied in the freedom charter needed to be 
transformed into reality. "We collectively and individ- 
ually pledge our partnership between community, civil 
society and government," the document said. Represen- 
tatives at Sunday’s meeting were unanimous in their 
call for transparent local government, socio-economic 
upliftment and measures to combat crime. 


Gauteng MP and chairman of the Standing Commit- 
tee for Economic Affairs Andrew Feinstein said un- 
employed people should be organised into collectives 
which could generate productive ideas. "We need de- 
velopment that is people-centred and people-driven," Mr 
Feinstein said. 


Other ideas mooted at the meeting were the establish- 
ment of regional religious committees and the speedy 
construction of entertainment venues in underprivileged 
communities to create safer environments for youths. 
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Congress of South African Trade Unions [COSATU] 
Gauteng Chairman Velathi Nkosi said the community 
charter would culminate in successful local government 
elections. “That’s very isnportant for us in COSATU 
because we are faced with the situation where most of 
the work supposed to be done by local government is 
being contracted out,” Mr Nkosi said. 


Mandela: ‘Aimless’ NP Destined ‘To Disappear’ 


MB2506145795 Johannesburg SAPA in English 
1446 GMT 25 Jun 95 


{[FBIS Transcribed Text] Pretoria June 26 SAPA — The 
National Party [NP] is an aimless grouping destined to 
disappear, President Nelson Mandela told an African 
National Congress rally in Pretoria on Sunday [25 June]. 


Criticising NP leader and Deputy President FW de Klerk 
for claiming that his party was playing a leading role 
in the government, Mr Mandela said: "The NP’s time 
is up. It is a waning party which will disintegrate and 
eventually disappear.” 


Mr de Klerk was not prepared to recognise this “harsh 
reality", and "the more desperate he becomes, the wilder 
and more unrealistic his promises are". When the NP 
lost last year’s general election, Mr de Klerk looked for 
excuses, saying it was a "liberation election". "Since 
then he has been trying to create the impression that 
the NP was playing a leading role in the government of 
national unity and that business confidence and foreign 
investments were dependent on its participation in the 
government." 


Mr Mandela said he appreciated Mr de Klerk’s role 
in the cabinet. It was necessary for the NP to be part 
of the government in the period of transition of nation 
building. "But it is wrong to try inflate the NP’s role 
out of proportion. The ANC has 18 cabinet members 
compared with only six from twe NP.” Reconstruction 
and development was an ANC initiative. Thanks to 
the leadership of the ANC, water and housing projects 
would get off the ground this year. 


Mr Mandela called on the coloured community of 
Eersterus not to be misled by the “inflated self- 
importance and sweet talk" of the NP, expressing 
concern at the support which the NP had received in 
Eersterus in last year’s election. "It remains disconcert- 
ing and tragic that people are being misled to vote for 
those who have plunged them in the misery of group 
area dumping grounds.” 


Mr Mandela said many people who had voted for the NP 
were beginning to realise that they had made a mistake. 
The ANC was really dedicated to improving the lives of 
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all South Africans. "We have the will and the democratic 
power to do that,” Mr Mandela said. 


Former ANC Guerrilla Sworn in as MP 


MB2106141395 Johannesburg SAPA in English 
1344 GMT 21 Jun 95 


[FBIS Transcribed Text]. National Assembly June 21 
SAPA — Former African Nationa) Congress guerrilla 
Robert McBride was sworn in as an MP on Wednesday 
{21 June] to applause from ANC and PAC [Pan- 
Africanist Congress] members. 


As he signed the register after taking the oath, a 
National Party backbencher interjected: "Search him 
for bombs." Mr McBride was sentenced to death his 
involvement in the Durban’s Magoo Bar bombing, but 
was reprieved along with rightwinger Barend Strydora 
who had mowed down black civilians in Pretoria. He 
replaces Mr Jacob Selebi, who was appointed South 
Africa’s ambassador to the United Nations in Geneva. 


Mr McBride’s swearing in was witnessed by a phalanx 
of uniformed SANDF [South African National Defense 
Force] officers in the public galleries. They were present 
for the defence budget vote debate to take place in the 
National Assembly later on Wednesday afternoon. 


ANC on Attendance at Constitutional Hearings 


MB2606150495 Johannesburg SAfm Radio Network 
in English 1400 GMT 26 Jun 95 


[FBIS Transcribed Text] The ANC says it is alarmed 
by the failure of other political parties to send represen- 
tatives to the Constitutional Assembly nublic hearings. 


The party said it was concerned mainly about the 
absence of whites at these hearings, and that the public 
hearings were almost exclusively attended by blacks. 


ANC MP Dr. Blade Nzimande said the writing of the 
final constitution had to be all-inclusive. 


SACP on Non-Recognition of Sahrawi Republic 


MB2306165195 Johannesburg MAIL & GUARDIAN 
in English 23-29 Jun95 p8 


[Report by Rehana Rossouw] 


[FBIS Transcribed Text] The Department of Foreign 
Affairs has been blasted for "embarrassing" South 
Africa by not affording diplomatic recognition to fellow 
Organisation of African Unity member, the Sahrawi 
Republic. 


African National Congress executive committee mem- 
ber Jeremy Cronin, writing in the South African Com- 
munist Party [SACP] publication African Communist, 
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gave two examples of South Africa’s ambiguous rela- 
tionship with the Western Saharan nation. 


In 1988, former ANC president Oliver Tambo led a 
delegation to the Sahrawi Republic at the invitation 
of President Mohamed Abdel-Aziz, secretary general 
of the Polisario Front national liberation movement. 
Tambo pledged that the ANC would continue to support 
their struggle “by all means necessary”. 


Polisario donated to the ANC and SWAPO [South-West 
African People’s Organization] a substantial quantity of 
arms and amununition captured from invading Moroccan 
troops. The arms had been supplied by the South African 
government. 


In a strange twist of fate, the large stockpile of arms 
was not the last time South African military equipment 
found its way to the Western Sahara. 


In July last year, a South African Airforce Shackleton 
bomber crashed in the desert, in a Polisario liberated 
zone, On its way to an airshow in Britain. 


The crew of the plane were rescued and returned to 
South Africa. Lieutenant General J Kriel, chief of the 
SAAF [South African Air Force] wrote to President 
Abdel-Aziz “thanking your government and *5e people 
of Sahrawi for the kindness and generosity shown in tiie 
rescue of the crew”. 


“Notwithstanding General Kriel’s understandable grati- 
tude to the Sahrawi government, the sad fact remains, 
more than 12 months after our democritic elections, the 
South African government still does not recognise the 
government to which the head of the SAAF was ad- 
dressing his gratitude,” Cronin wrote. 


"We are absolutely alone in this regard among all 
southern African states, even Malawi hes recently 
accorded recognition. The Sahrawi Republic is a full, 
fellow member of the Organisation for African Unity, 
and it is recognised by 74 governments world-wide.” 


Phosphate-rich Western Sahara was colonised by the 
Spanish and was promised independence in 1975. 


However, its liberation was forcibly halted by its 
neighbours Morocco and Mauritania, which invaded the 
territory, and Morocco has occupied it since. 
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Polisario has been fighting for independence since 1973 
and the Sahrawi government administers a free zone and 
refugee camps. 


Buthelezi Reports New Attempt at Settlement 


MB2306150995 Johannesburg SAfm Radio Network 
in English 1400 GMT 23 Jun 95 


{[FBIS Transcribed Text] The leader of the Inkatha 
Freedom Party [IFP], Chief Mangosuthu Buthelezi, has 
revealed that Kenyan academic Washington Okumu had 
made a new attempt a month ago ‘o broker a settlement 
between the IFP and the ANC. 


Dr. Okumu brokered the accord last year in which 
the IFP entered South Africa’s first all-race democratic 
elections at the last moment. This was in return for ar 
ANC promise to submit their constitutional differer:< . 
to international mediation. The accord has not »<cn 
implemented. 


ANC and NP [National Party] officials were unable 
immediately to confirm or deny that Dr. Okumu had 
made a new mediation attempt. 


Buthelezi on Government Situation 


MBz 306195095 Harare Zimbabwe National 
Broadcasting Corporation Network in English 
1800 GMT 23 Jun 95 


[FBIS Transcribed Text] Zulu leader Mangosuthu 
Buthelezi has warned that the situation in South Africa 
is explosive and that the government of national unity 
is in crisis. He accused the ruling African National 
Congress of totalitarianism and attacked President 
Nelson Mandela, whom, he said, is ruling by decree. 


Addressing foreign correspondents in Cape Town, Chief 
Buthelezi also claimed that the ANC is fomenting vio- 
lence in KwaZulu/Natal Province in order to destabilize 
the provincial government, headed by his Zulu nation- 
alist Inkatha Freedom Party. 
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Angola 


UNITA Militery Sources Report Violations 


MB2306201795 Jamba Voz da Resistencia do Galo 
Negro in Portuguese 1900 GMT 23 Jun 95 


[FBIS Translated Excerpt] Though there have been pos- 
itive developments in the Lusaka Protocol’s implemen- 
tation, it is a fact that the Angolan Government is as 
determined as ever to continue the war. It continues to 
disrupt civilian life in National Union for the Total In- 
dependence of Angola [UNITA]-controlled areas. 


Military sources in the Northern Region report that the 
Angolan Armed Forces [FAA] are preparing to attack 
and take Quinjal. FAA troops already have been moved 
from N’zeto toward (Quiquico) and (Jangata). 


Those sources also told the Voice of Resistance of 
the Black Cockerel [Vorgan] that the government army 
continues to receive lethal military equipment from 
Portugal and Spain. A boat carrying war materiel 
docked at Luanda Harbor in the dead of night on 27 
May. That war materiel was then transferred to the 
FAA’s Logistical Services escorted by special forces 
and Portuguese police. 


Other reports say that FAA forces on the eastern front 
moved from Cameongue to attack UNITA military 
forces at (Cassai Ward), 10 km east of Camenongue. 
Seven soldiers were killed and 11 wounded. 


On the same day [as heard], government forces from 
Leua attacked and massacred civilians in Nacapombo 
Ward. 


The situation is no different in Huila Province. The FAA 
forces are reported to be carrying out offensive opera- 
tions against UNITA- controlled civilian positions. In 
Quilengues District, Major Domingos Mario, comman- 
der of the FAA’s 13th Regiment, is leading destahi- 
lization operations against the people. Soldiers wearing 
the 13th Regiment’s colors attacked the Epinga area on 
21 June. killing three women and one 80-year-old man. 
Our soi es have not disclosed the identities of the de- 
ceased. In addition, FAA soldiers rounded up about 80 
head of cattle and took other possessions. Such opera- 
tions seriously undercut the Angolan people’s faith in 
a successful outcome to the Lusaka peace accord’s im- 
plementation. 


Peace is not all that perceptible in Bie Province’s 
Chinguar District, either. On 6 June, a 50-man FAA 
unit attacked and occupied (Chiculandunda) Ward. The 
FAA soldiers took advantage of the situation to rape two 
young girls by the names of (Julinda Chapaquisso and 
Conceicao Namuma. Not happy with that, the attackers 
also stole the people’s goods. For good measure, the 
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next day they attacked and destroyed the evangelical 
church in the ward. Local residents say the FAA troops 
found children in the church and threatened to kill them. 
[passage omitted] 


Meanwhile, UNITA members and sympathizers con- 
tinue to be cruelly hunted down by the government’s 
secret police in the city of Huambo. Vorgan learned 
this from well-informed sources in the area today. Those 
sources say Eduardo Filipe and an old man called Au- 
relio were recently beaten up by the Angolan police. 
[passage omitted] 


UNITA Delegation Returns to Bailundo 


MB2406203195 Luanda Radio Nacional Network 
in Portuguese 1900 GMT 24 Jun 95 


([FBIS Translated Text] The National Union for the 
Total Independence of Angola [UNITA] delegation 
that has been meeting with the government in Luanda 
since 19 June left today for Bailundo to consult its 
leadership. The delegation, led by Abel Chivukuvuku, 
political adviser of the UNITA leader, also will formally 
present the government’s proposal to appoint Jonas 
Savimbi as vice president, and is scheduled to return 
to Luanda tomorrow. The government proposal was 
delivered to the UNITA delegation on 21 June in 
Luanda. The government and UNITA are discussing 
political and military issues to speed up the Lusaka 
Protocol’s implementation. By now the two sides have 
agreed on the return of government troops to the closest 
barracks, steps to disarm civilians, the free movement 
of people and goods, and demining. 


Namibia 
National Assembly Adjourns Until Oct 


MB2306173295 Windhoek Namibian Broadcasting 
Corporation Network in English 
1700 GMT 23 Jun 95 


[FBIS Transcribed Text] Opposition parties have ex- 
pressed surprise at the decision to adjourn the National 
Assembly until mid-October, after the session has only 
lasted 24 days. 


DTA [Democratic Turnhalle Alliance) President 
Mishake Muyongo said this is an indication of poor 
planning on the side if the government, as no bills 
are ready for tabling. He said this is not only a waste 
of taxpayers’ money, but also affects parliamentarians 
coming from the regions, with regard to accommoda- 
tion expenses. 


Muyongo said the DTA still wanted to introduce a 
motion on the controversial borehole report next week 
but was only informed yesterday about the adjournment. 
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UDF [United Democratic Front) spokesperson Allan 
Liebenberg also expressed disappointment, saying the 
electorate lias greater expectations of the government. 
He said there are still many colonial laws which need 
to be amended or replaced, but unfortunately the House 
ran out of business. 


Swaziland 


United States Reportedly Blamed For St:ikes 


MB2606062195 Mbabane THE TIMES OF 
SWAZILAND in English 26 Jun 95 pp 1, 32 


[Report by Bongani Mdluli] 


{[FBIS Transcribed Text] Lobamba — The American 
government is to blame for the sporadic strikes in 
schools. This is an allegation by parents of students at 
St Mary’s Primary and High School in Lohamba. 


The meeting was unanimous that Americans and their 
government have always dictated how Swazis should 
live and also influenced children to speak for their rights. 


The parents then wondered whether there were Swazis 
that went to the United States of America and influenced 
the public there to live the Swazi way of life. 


They even suggested that a prayer be held by parents 
for the end of the strikes in schools. The meeting was 
held at the school on Saturday. 


Another reason for the strikes, the parents said, is the 
teachers themselves. They accused them of setting a bad 
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precedence that whenever they want salary incremeats 
from government they have to go on strike. 


"But mostly, I will state that most people who have 
contributed are the Americans. I wonder what these 
people want from us. The students in everything they 
do, say they are exercising their rights. What type of 
rights are these people speaking about because we pay 
our money for these kids. Is it not our right that our 
money is used in a more profitable manner," one man 
said, to the thunderous applause of the house. Other 
speakers shared the same sentiments. The parents are 
to make the submissions to the Minister of Education 
Senator Arthur Khoza in his tours in a bid to stop the 
strikes in the country. 


Other reasons for the strikes, the parents said are that: 


— Foreign teachers are paid more, and this caused local 
teachers to also demand more pay. 


— Trade unions always back up students in their 
demands and students are also seen toyi-toying [protest 
dance] with them. 


— Political parties are using students to fight govern- 
ment. 


— The ministry of education normally transfers teachers 
at very crucial examinations times. 


— Students in most cases make uncalled for demands. 
The parents said the students just want to appear in 
newspapers. 
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Cote d’Ivoire 
Ruling Party Secretary General on Flogging 


AB2306212795 London BBC World Service 
in English 1705 GMT 23 Jun 95 


(From the "Focus on Africa" program] 


(FBIS Transcribed Text] Ivory Coast [Cote d’Ivoire] 
Government has had a lot of egg on its face this 
week, following the scandal of the publisher, Abou 
Drahamane Sangare, who was flogged in the office of 
the security minister, Gaston Ouassenan Kone, because 
of an article in one of Sangare’s newspapers that 
offended the minister. The action drew widespread 
international condemnation, and opposition supporters 
Staged a protest march in Abidjan yesterday, calling for 
Kone’s resignation. At first it looked as though President 
Henri Konan Bedie was remorseful, especially perhaps 
as it is an election year. But today, the ruling party’s 
secretary general and minister of integration, Laurent 
Dona-Fologo, has called a press conference to hit back 
at the critics. Our reporter, (Emmanuel Ouattara), was 
there, and he faxed us this report: 


In a fiery tone, the minister said that it is surprising 
that criticism has come from countries such as Burkina 
Faso, which he described as having terrible human 
rights records. In these countries, he added, African 
immigrants are routinely beaten up by police officers 
without anyone raising a finger. He then pointed out 
that floggings in Africa are traditionally a non-event. 
And indeed, the practice is old as the continent itself. 
The minister also took issue with the domestic press for 
the role they played in overdramatizing the incident and 
for treating it as a politically motivated act. 


Fologo did admit that his colleague’s action was unfair 
and an act of violence. However, he hinted that, 
contrary to public expectations, there was little chance 
of the security minister being dismissed. The security 
minister’s future will be discussed at the forthcoming 
ministerial council scheduled for Wednesday [28 June] 
after the prime minister returns from Europe. The 
decision may well has serious repercussions in terms 
of the ruling party’s image, just three months before 
elections. Thus, it is likely that the security minister will 
be sanctioned to help pacify the government critics. 


The Gambia 
Finance Minister Discovered Dead in Automobile 


AB2506132995 Paris AFP in English 
1115 GMT 25 Jun 95 


(FBIS Transcribed Text] Banjul, June 25 (AFP) — 
Gambian Finance Minister Usman Koro Ceesay has 
been found dead in the burned-out wreckage of his car 
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not far from the capital Banjul, author‘tative sources 
said Sunday (25 June}. 


Ceesay, 33, was found in the charred remains of the 
vehicle Saturday on the road linking the airport and the 
Gambian capital, the sources said. 


No further details on the circumstances of his death 
were given. Ceesay’s family had reported him missing 
after he did not return home Friday night. Earlier 
in the day, Ceesay had met with Gambian President 
Lieutenant Yayah Jammeh, who took over the country 
in a bloodless coup last year. 


Ceesay was given the finance portfolio in a government 
reshuffle in March, having formerly been secretary to 
the presidency. 


His death come just weeks after the former interior 
minister Captain Sadibou Hydara was found dead in 
his prison cell. 


Hydara was arrested in January accused of wanting to 
assassinate Jammeh. 


Ghana 
Opposition Demonstrates in West of Country 


AB2306202495 Paris AFP in English 
0926 GMT 23 Jun 95 


[FBIS Transcribed Text] Accra, June 23 (AFP) — 
Around 5,000 people chanting anti-government slogans 
marched Thursday [22 June] in the western Ghanaian 
port of Takoradi, a police source told AFP by telephone 
from the town. 


Dubbed "Wie Me Preko", or "Finish Me Now" in the 
local Fanti language, the demonstration was organised 
by the opposition Alliance for Change (AFC) as part of 
a Series against the economic policy of the government 
led by President Jerry Rawlings. 


The crowd at Takoradi, 180 kilometres (110 miles) west 
of Accra, marched for three and a half hours singing and 
chanting anti-Rawlings slogans, the police source said. 


The AFC has also demanded that the government 
institute an independent judicial inquiry into an earlier 
demonstration on May 11, when five people died after 
supposed Rawlings supporters opened fire on a crowd 
of demonstrators in Accra. 


Liberia 
ULIMO Rebels Reportedly Block Road Re-Opening 


AB2506184795 Paris AFP in English 
1834 GMT 25 Jun 95 


[FBIS Transcribed Text] Monrovia, June 25 (AFP) — 
ULIMO rebels said Sunday (25 June] they would not 
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open a road, apparently reneging on an agreement with 
West African peacekeepers seeking to facilitate aid 
deliveries. 


The rebels of the United Liberation Movement’s Krahn 
branch said in a statement that it would not change its 
mind unless another rebel faction, the National Patriotic 
Front of Liberia (NPFL), opens an adjoining road under 
NPFL control. 


The ULIMO rebels have prevented ECOMOG peace- 
keepers from conducting demining operations that were 
to have begun Friday and refused to allow them to pa- 
trol the road, which starts in Kakata 55 kilometers (30 
miles) northeast of here. 


The two roads provide access to central and northeastern 
Liberia where humanitarian organizations want to de- 
liver urgent food and medical aid to more than 100,000 
civilians. 


Last Tuesday, ECOMOG announced that the two fac- 
tions had agreed to open the roads and allow peacekeep- 
ers to patrol them. 


The ULIMO-K rebels on Sunday however said the plan 
was "totally unfair and unacceptable." 


Humanitarian organizations were disappointed by the 
ULIMO-K about-face, saying they would once again be 
unable to assure the safety of civilians. 


ULIMO, operating out of neighbouring Sierra Leone, 
controls two counties in western Liberia, while NPFL 
controls between 80 and 90 percent of the country. 


Liberia’s civil war, begun in 1989 by Charles Taylor's 
NPFL, has claimed some 150,000 lives and plunged the 
country into chaos. 


Niger 


Radio Reports Niamey Students Clash With Police 


AB2306130095 Niamey Voix du Sahel Network 
in French 1200 GMT 23 Jun 95 


[FBIS Translated Text] Following the expiration of the 
34-hour ultimatum they gave the government on 21 
June, students of the Abdou Moumouni Diop University 
of Niamey last night went on a demonstration. They 
erected barricades on the Kennedy Bridge where they 
set ablaze two (?government) vehicles. At the head of 
the bridge, the demonstrators were driven back and later 
dispersed by security forces which used tear gas. As 
of the time of this report, an important detachment of 
security forces has been deployed around the university 
sO as to ensure free flow of traffic and movement of the 


people. 
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Nigeria 


Paper Says Government Rebuts U.S. Criticism 


AB2306122195 Paris AFP in English 
1156 GMT 23 Jun 95 


[Report by Jacques Pinto] 


[FBIS Transcribed Excerpt] Lagos, June 22 (AFP) — 
The Nigerian junta has attacked countries such as the 
United States for criticising the trial under way in 
secret of 23 military officers and civilians who allegedly 
plotted to overthrow it, press reports said Friday (23 
June}. 


Defence Ministry spokesman Fred Chijika said that the 
reaction of several countries to the trial before a mili- 
tary court was "part of the campaign of calumny against 
the Nigerian nation", the pro-government Daily Times 
reported. "Most military trials are always done behind 
closed doors in view of the inherent security implica- 
tions," General Chijuka stated. “Our national interest 
and security come first, before whatever anybody would 
say.” 


US President Bill Clinton’s administration on Wednes- 
day expressed its alarm that the trial was being held in 
secret and condemned the arrest and detention of former 
head of state, retired General Olesgun Obasanjo. 


In a statement, White House spokesman Michael Mc- 
Curry also expressed concern at press reports that 
Obasanjo could also be brought to trial. He called on 
General Sani Abacha’s junta to respect the rights of the 
defendants, who face the death sentence, and to hold 
the hearing in public. 


Since Obasanjo, who became in 1979 the first African 
military ruler voluntarily to hand over to an elected 
civilian government, was on June 13 led away from his 
farm north of Lagos by soldiers, the authorities have 
failed to make any declarations on his fate. 


Obasanjo had already been detained then placed under 
house arrest at the farm at Otta, 60 kilometres (about 40 
miles) north of the economic capital, after the alleged 
coup plot was revealed by the junta. It announced the 
arrests of the 23 defendants on March 10, saying they 
had planned to act on March 1. The regime has also 
remained silent about the whereabouts of Obasanjo’s 
former deputy, General Shehu Musa Yar’Adua, who 
was picked up by security agents as well. 


These moves have brought criticism from several coun- 
tries. New Zealand's Foreign Minister Don McKinnon 
recently described the Abacha regime as one of the most 
intolerant in the world. 


This report may contain copyrighted material. Copying and dissemination 
is prohibited without permission of the copyright owners. 
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Amid the lack of information, several Nigerian news- 
papers claimed Thursday that Obasanjo and Yar’ Adua 
had both already been secretly called before the mili- 
tary tribunal at a barracks in Lagos and charged with 
conspiracy. Officials have neither confirmed nor denied 
these reports. 


In an ambiguous statement on Tuesday, Chijuka said 
that six defendants might be called before the tribunal 
in addition to the 23 accused, but he could not give any 
details and added that he had no concrete information 
on Obasanjo’s fate. [passage omitted] 


Wife Says Abiola Ready For Compromise 


AB2306135495 Paris AFP in English 
1330 GMT 23 Jun 95 


[FBIS Transcribed Text] Lagos, June 23 (AFP) — Nige- 
rian presidential hopeful Moshood Abiola, currently de- 
tained on charges of treason, is ready for dialogue and 
compromise with the Nigerian junta if he is freed, his 
wife, Kudiratu Abiola, said Friday [23 June]. She made 
the statement to journalists at the end of a meeting here 
with officials of the central committee of the opposition 
National Democratic Coalition (NADECO), who paid 
Chief Abiola’s family a solidarity visit. 


Abiola, widely believed to have won a June 12, 1993 
presidential election held and then annulled by the 
military, was arrested exactly a year ago here (or 
declaring himself president of Nigeria on the basis of 
that vote. "If Abiola’s mandate cannot be realised in 
its original form, a national government should then 
be formed and to be headed by Abiola,” Kudiratu 
Abiola stated. "He is ready for dialogue, negotiation 
and compromise if he is released,” she stated. 


On whether her husband would renonce the mandate, 
which he claimed was given to him by the Nigerian 
people at the polls, she said that it was not within the 
powers of the millionaire politician to do that. "The 
mandate is not Abiola’s, it is the people’s mandate. The 
mandate is beyond him and it is difficult to give away 
what is not yours,” she added. 


She urged the military government of General Sani 
Abacha to "see reason with Nigerian people" by releas- 
ing Abiola and holding talks with him. She claimed that 
since last October, she has not been allowed to see her 
husband on the excuse that she has "a case to answer" 
with the government. Security agents have not yet told 
her exactly what this is, she stated. 


She also said that she had no indication that the 
government was preparing to free her husband. Some 
newpapers have been reporting since Thursday that his 
release was imminent. 


Speaking earlier when she received the NADECO 
delegation in her family’s living room, Abiola thanked 
the pro-democracy group and her husband for their 
"courage and steadfastness” in the name of democracy. 
"Nationally and glovally, in the history of struggle for 
democracy, his (Abiola’s) place is secure. Through his 
experience, peoples of Nigeria will find their political 
soul," the head of the NADECO delegation and vice 
chairman of the organisation, Chief Anthony Enahoro, 
said during the group’s meeting with Abiola. 


Enahoro, who was detained for four months late last 
year as a result of NADECO’s activities, said that 
solutions to the current political crisis should be based 
on democracy, the rule of law and respect for existence 
and observance of human rights. 


After the opening remarks, the NADECO members held 
a close door meeting with Abiola, which lasted for about 
15 minutes. 


In a one-page advertiment published in many newspa- 
pers Friday here, the NADECO said that "those opposed 
to the enthronement of justice, equity, and the rule of 
law bear responsibility for slowly, steadily and surely 
dividing the Nigerian spirit and the Nigerian dream." 


The article saluted the courage of Abiola and other 
political detainees. 


This report may contain copyrighted material. Copying and | ssemination 
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